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E,Lafayette man aids

' By Qana,S,herne
d sherne@b qy areanew sgroap. com "

Budd MacKenzie knows most
Americans and iAfghans dsnlt
understand each'o.ther, I Instead,
many believe distwbing carica-
tures of the other - on one side,
the image is of :the guns, blood
and terrorisfn; on the other; of ar-
rogance, ignorance and greed.

MacKenzie is tryingto combat
this from both sides.
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DeveloDed in MftrershiD
BayAreaNewsG'oup and Gomcost.

An . attorney in Lafayette,
MacKenzie is also the founder of
Trust in Education, a nonprofit
that provides edueation, eco-
homic developmeht and health
cdre in Af,ghanistan. Through his
organization, he hopes he not onh
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Budd MacKenzie founded the Trust ln Education program which
funded the construction of a school in Afghanistan He visited the
school and its students in November.
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provides the capital to change
lives, but the knowledge Io
chhnee minds.
- He says his new work is

the most rewarding thing he's
done in his life. But he didn't
start out with that in mind.

In 2003, MacKenzie and
his friends raised 960,000
to build a school in Lalander

- a viilage in the Char Asiab
valiey, lS miles south of Ka-
bul - through Central Asia
Institute, a Montana-based
nbnirrofit.

It cou.ld easilv have ended
there, with the sizable dona-
tion satisffing his desire to
make a difference. But instead,
he sayshe chaneedhis life with
"the'fatal mistake of getting
infor.med" about the ciu"tr{
ravaged by war for decades. 

-

On one of his earliest trips
to Afghanist:rn, MacKeniie
was invited to visit the Ka-
bul Children's Hospital and
its malnutrition ward. The
images of babies with arms
like sticks, cradled in their
mother's also-shockingly-
thin arms, haunted him.

"That was the most shock-
ing. thing, seeing and being
uith people r.r'ho in ali likeii-
hbod were going to die of
s-tarvation," he said. "It's very
difficull to turn your back on
it. It's impossible."

Nabi Tawakali, the Af-
ghan vice-president of Ti-r-rstin Education who serves
as MacKenzie's translator
abroad, said the villagers' re-
actions to MacKenziE reflect
the positive impact he has on
their lives.

"They love him. Thev look at
him Like a hero," he said. "A lot
ofthese people have been hurt,
have been cheated, so they
h"eat him really nicelv becausir
theJllarow he's here t6 help."

Working closely w.ith the

into classes considerabiy
more unusual for thd Afghan
villagers. An afterschool art
class had parents excited lhat
boys and girls share the same
room and teacher - a flrst
for rnost students there, Stu-
dents showed up an hour and
a halfbefore school started to
enjoy a new soccer field.

Trust' in Education also
sponsors street children in
Kabul- pa)4ng them to at-
tend school so they continue
to bring in money to'their
struggling families,

Adults benefit from
MacKenzie's efforts, too -economic development pro-
grams increase agricultura.l
production in Char Asiab,
and women who never re-
ceived an education ca-n learn
with their daughters.

In Lafayette, MacKenzie
gives presentations to school
children about his exper!
ences in Afghanistan, and
carries their hand-drawn :;
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Drawings made by students
in Afghanistan adorn the
office of Lafayette attorney
Budd MacKeirzie.

villagers, MacKenzie also
shows them that Americans
care. In disheveled cargo
pants markedly different
from his starched attorney's
suit, he stands out from Af-
ghan villagers and other
Westerners alike. When he
returned to La.lander, a vil-
Iage elder pulled out a stack
of business cards left by gov-
ernment representatives and
nonproflt workers who never
returned.

"l thought you were going
to be the same," the elder ex-
plained to MacKenzie.

But the determination that
keeps him coming back to Af-
ghanistan despite increasing
violence there is no surprise
to those who know him well.

"That's the wav Budd at-
tack ewery4hing," iald Jay Lif-
son, a friend and CEO ofthe ta-
favette Chamber of Commerce.
'I think what Budd understands
is that this is not somethingyou
do once; you don't walk away
from it until they don'tneed our
help anpnore."

What began with a school
in Lalander soon expanded
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artwork with him when he
returns. in this way, the La-
fayette students connect to
and help change a commu-
nity across the world.

"Eyury time Budd goes
over there. I worrv constantly
just because he's iuch agreat
guy," said Judy Zenoni, a
fourth-grade teacher at Bur-
ton Valley Elementary in La-
fayeite. "But then he comes
back with these pictures of
him laughing, the kids laugh-
ing, ard lt's just arnazing to
get that personal perspective
that you don't think about
when you read the news."

Bruce Wodhams, princi-
pal_of Springhili Elemenrary
in Lafayette, said MacKen-
zie helps the kids conneet to
a situation that othei"wise
might be beyond their un-
derstanding. He added that
MacKenzie soiicits insight
from the students to involve
them in the process.

When MacKenzie first

showed a group of students
a picture ofthe new school in
Lalander, he was met with si-
lence, and then one question,
"Where are the swings?ftde-
manded a young student.

So when Budd MacKerzie
returned to Lajander, he built
a playground. Enrollrnent
increased almost 15 percent
after the playground opened

- students who may not have
gone to school save for a Lafay-
ette youngster's suggestion.

"It's not just an academic
thing, beeause they're al-
lowed to participate," said
MacKenzie. "The goal is not
only to have them know about
it, but to have them'internal-
ize something to change it,"


